
USED BOAT NOTEBOOK Shannon 43 

Seaworthiness and good 
looks create a winning 
combination in this classic 
oceangoing passagemaker 

By David L1sc10 

I 
f you've ever had dreams of sailing across 
oceans and cruising to remote places, the 
Shannon 43 might just be the boat to 

fulfill them. One look at this classic blue
water passagemaker, followed by a careful 
inspection of its sensible design and high
quality construction, and chances are you'll 
fall in love. 

That's apparently what happened to 
Hollywood actor Morgan Freeman, who 
bought a Shannon 43 several years ago and 
moored it off Virgin Gorda in the British 
Virgin Islands. It wasn't a spontaneous pur
chase. Freeman fLrst owned a Shannon 38 
named Sojourner before moving up to the 
larger model, which is currently for sale. 

The Shannon 38 and 43 were designed, 
built and sea-trialed by Walter Schulz in 
Bristol, Rhode Island. When launched in 
1984, the 43-footer was offered in two 
models, a cutter and a ketch. Owners have 
sailed these boats just about everywhere in 
the world. 

Schulz wasn't always a boatbuilder. He 
attended New York University, Parsons 
School of Design and Montclair University, 
earning a Master of Fme Arts degree. Before 
founding the Shannon Boat Co., he worked 
in advertising, but his passion lay in design
ing oceangoing boats. 

In 1974, he apprenticed with naval 
architect George Stadel Ill, designer of 
the Hans Christian 43. The following year, 
SchuJz designed and built a 38-foot ketch 
that launched the Shannon line. Since then, 
he has designed, built and tested every 
Shannon sailboat and powerboat from 28 
to 53 feet in length. 

First impressions 
The Shannon 43 is beautiful, bullet

proof and meticulously designed. An instant 
classic, this is the boat you want to sail 
across the seven seas before venturing to 
the world's remote anchorages. The deck 
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layout and rigging makes it clear this vessel 
is a bluewater passagemaker and not just 
another pretty face on the round-the-buoys 
circuit. Speaking on deck design, SchuJz 
once said, ''A flush deck with no raised trunk 
cabin provides very little sea protection to 
those in the cockpit." He also praised high 
cockpit coamings, low toerails to prevent 
trapping water, a companionway located 
centerline and a cabintrunk without stylish 
slope that mjght create a slippery foothold. 

Construction 
Top-quality methods are used to build 

Shannon boats and this 43-footer is no 
exception. The one-piece hull is hand laid
up composite fiberglass with a linear PVC 
foam core. No balsa wood is used. The 
sandwich construction is completed with 
vinylester resin and biaxial laminates. The 
lead ballast is encapsulated in the hull, elim
inating the need for keel bolts that couJd be 
damaged in a grounding. 

The mast is stepped to the keel for 
strength. The hull-to-deck joint has an 
internal flange upon which the deck is 
laid and affixed with polyurethane, then 
through-bolted with stainless fittings acces
sible from below deck. There is no over
abundance of teak on deck because it can 
add unwanted weight. 

The engine is oversized to accommodate 
the demands of ooboard refrigeration and 
other appliances. Self-tailing winches and all 
deck hardware are oversized. Water tanks are 
stainless steel, the fuel tanks are made from a 
marine alloy. All furniture is hardwood. 

What to look for 
Shannon boats are well built and many 

have been sailing for decades without requir
ing any major upgrades. Nonetheless, tech
nology changes over time, so potential buy
ers shouJd pay attention to the electronics. 
Communication, navigation and autopilot 
systems all have made vast improvements 
over the past few years. It would be prudent 
to determine the cost of upgrading these 
tools. Think chartplotters, satellite phones, 
bow thrusters, wireless instruments. And 
while the diesel engine may still push the 
boat in a choppy sea, it pays to closely inspect 
the block, belts and hoses for leaks and wear. 

If the model has a centerboard, the pin 
can be removed and inspected without 
hauling the boat, the same goes for through
deck fittings, which can be accessed from 
belowdecks. 

On deck 
The Shannon 43 was built as either 

a cutter or headsail ketch. When select-

LOA 47'6"
LOD 43'9"
LWL 36'9"
Beam 13'5"
Draft (fixed keel)6'
Draft (board up) 4'9"
Draft (board dwn) 8'7"
Disp. 27,500 lbs
Ballast 10,000 lbs
Sail area 1000 sq. ft.
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